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News from Motorcycling matters

A campaign has been launched by Bedfordshire County Council to repair dangerous potholes.

The DSA announce the new two-part motorcycle test.

Airbag jacket for motorcyclists could save lives.

Features....
Spring Safety Check article by Will Curry of Smart Motorcycle Training.

With the weather warming and the days getting brighter our thoughts turn to getting our bikes 
out for the summer season. The spring safety check is a guide to checking that your bike hasn't 

suffered too much in hibernation and become a danger.

To see these features go to www.motorcyclingmatters.org
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Towcester for Brunch

A good turnout of  9 bikes  left The Chequers at 10 o’clock, not bad for a run set up on three days 
notice!  The first thing we did was get stuck behind a nuisance of cyclists! (Not knowing the 
collective for cyclists it came down to a choice of gaggle, flock, herd or school. I thought a 
nuisance of cyclists more appropriate…..) This was not the last time that was to happen today 
either. 

We had to meet up with Oxford Branch on the A413 at Hardwick for 11.15, so we had to stay 
fairly local and set out to circle Aylesbury via Northill, Ivinghoe, Tring, Aston Clinton, Weston 
Turville and Thame, with the intent on doing the Thame to Bicester road which runs parallel to the 
A41 and full of twisties. Unfortunately after Weston Turville we ran out of time and had to cut the 
run short and strike through Aylesbury straight to the 413. Hey-ho, another time!

Oxford turned up with 18 bikes so we had a fair old convoy by the time we got to 
Buckingham……which was closed…! By which I mean that the main road through the town was 
closed for roadwork's and we had to detour through nadgery little streets chocca with traffic! Oh 
what fun we had…..

Somehow we all managed to arrive safely at the café to find it busy with 100+ bikes parked up and 
their owners having a natter and a cuppa in the sunshine. This left the way clear for a dash straight 
to the counter for a drivers breakfast and a cuppa (why else would you go there?). By the time 
we’d sat down there was a queue of over 30 waiting to be served, perfect timing! 

Once we’d fed and watered and had a chat with the Oxford crew we tootled back down the A5 and 
everyone peeled off in their separate directions and home for early afternoon. A nice little jaunt to 
set the tone for the year!

Joe muggins here forgot his camera but you really wanted to see more pictures of our bikes in a 
café car park didn’t you………..

Graham

CLAPPERS RALLY

Our rally at Pulloxhill at the end of May is fast approaching. We need run leaders for Saturday 
and Sunday (and suggestions for destinations!) and help with setting up on the Friday, all 
volunteers welcome. Would volunteers to help with the food for the Saturday evening barbeque 
please contact Jax and let her know what you can do. I’ll get the itinery for the weekend done in 
the next couple of weeks.
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HOC Bedfordshire Branch 
 

Runs list & Diary 2009 
 
 
MONTH DATE DESTINATION LEADER COMMENTS 
MARCH 8    
 15    

 22    
 29 Wells-next-to-the-sea (North Norfolk) Colin 08.30 Chequers 

APRIL 5    
 12    

  19    
  26 Glen’s mystery run Glen P 08.30 Chequers 
MAY 2-5 Wiltshire rally   

 10    
  16/17 BMF show. Peterborough. tba  

  22-25 Beds Branch (Clappers) rally  Runs on Sat & Sun 
JUNE     
  5-7 Weekend trip to Ypres Ian P See Ian’s e-mail 

 19-21 Solent Rally   
 20/21 National Bikesafe M/C show, Hendon. Tba  

  28    
JULY 5 Southwold Pier Dave B 08.30 Chequers 

  12    
  19    
 26 HOC Roast Tba Meet up with Northants 

AUG 2    
  9    

  14-16 Birmingham camping weekend Tba  
 23    
 30    

SEPT 6    
 11-14 National Rally. Gt Yarmouth  Make your own way 

 19/20 BMF Tail End Rally. Peterborough   
 26/27 Weekend trip to South Wales Graham Details to follow 

OCT     
     
     

NOV     
     

     
DEC     
     

         
     
     

 
Revised 15/03/09 

 
Times and destinations can change! Always check the  latest diary! 


