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Welcome to the February Clappers, and as I write this, hopefully the end of the snow! I would 
imagine that the last thing on most peoples minds this last 10 days would be getting the bike out 
of the garage.  They’ve been luckier in London. The bikes have been out and about since last 
Wednesday week wondering what all the fuss is about. Somewhat galling when you can hardly 
get out of your own drive up here!

There have been a couple of changes to the diary so beware. Firstly the National rally has been 
moved forward two weeks to 11-14th September due to a booking problem. The date for the 
Bikesafe Hendon weekend has moved forward one week to 20/21st June and I’ve moved the 
South Wales trip forward two weeks to 26/27th September in response to the National Rally 
move, and some other commitments I have inherited on 17th October.

Talking of the diary, there is still plenty of space for more volunteers and runs. Of course if you 
don’t step forward, I’m sure there’ll be no whinging and whining about a lack of trips this 
year……….

I know I’m sowing seeds on stony ground here but if you have any articles, write-ups or photos 
that I can use for the Clappers (and Steve can use on the website) then please feel free to pass 
them on!

Finally, several people have asked me about bus lane use in London. Briefly, motorcycles have 
been entitled to use tfl operated, red route lanes since 5th January. These are indicated by double 
red lines at the kerb rather than yellow, and the appropriate signage depicting a motorcycle 
adjacent to the lane. Remember that tfl only control 183 miles of London’s bus lanes, the rest are 
borough controlled and are unlikely to be part of the scheme. I have posted an article from the 
BMF further on in this issue giving further detail and outlining the code of conduct that we are all 
asked to observe.



Ian’s Excel Show 2009 Run

Myself, Colin Woods, Dave Bates and Steve Tyler all arrived on a very cold and bright 
morning at the Chequers pub at 08.00 hrs, Steve complaining about how cold it was had 
seemingly broken the world record for the number of layers of clothing one person can wear. 
(See picture)
Without much further ado we set off to London the ride down was uneventful but very 
pleasant, its quite strange how on a dry cold day with the right kit on how much you can enjoy 
a ride.
We arrive at the Excel motorcycle parking area which was so far from the arena it was in the 
next post code, only to be greeted by marshals who were frankly about as much use as a 
chocolate fire guard (It seemed that every biker with panniers on had to explain to them that 
they had to leave enough room between the bikes to allow for panniers and that it might be nice 
if we could open them once parked). 
Having finally parked the bikes we set off into the show and were pleased to find a well laid 
out and not overcrowded event.
Colin managed to find the calendar girls in about 3 seconds, I rushed off to the extra fat bastard 
clothing stands, Steve started talking technical on every performance stall, and Dave stood 
there looking confused as normal.
We bumped into John and Pete who were doing their best to represent the more normal part of 
the club and were also enjoying the event, After a good look round the excellent Honda stand 
(well done Honda UK). 
We set off home all agreeing that we’ll pencil this one in next year’s calendar.   
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From my own experience of using the A41 Finchley Road for two years or so, and the extended 
area from last month, I am confident that the use of bus lanes has improved journey times 
and safety for motorcycles using them so long as a little common sense is applied. The bullet 
points would be;

1. Concentrate and watch your speed, be ready for anything, more so than normal.

2. Beware of vehicles turning left across your path (especially into driveways which you may 
not have registered!). Sometimes they may not have seen you and sometimes they just turn 
anyway because they just don’t care!

3. Beware of pedestrians lunging like Lemmings from stationary traffic on your right. They DO 
NOT check the bus lane to see if anything is coming!

4. They don’t seem to bother to repair manhole covers in the bus lanes!

5. Be wary of taxi’s and cyclists. There does appear to be a little resentment from some that we 
have been allowed into the lanes judging by the body language. (In the event that they react 
aggressively towards you, the recommended action is to shoot them in the face. Only 
kidding………)

Graham
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Revised 13/02/09
Times and destinations can change! Always check the  latest diary!

MONTH DATE DESTINATION LEADER COMMENTS 
MARCH 8    

 15    
 22    

 29    
APRIL 5    

 12    
  19    
  26 Glen’s mystery run Glen P 08.30 Chequers 

MAY 2-5 Wiltshire rally   
 10    

  16/17 BMF show. Peterborough. tba  
  22-25 Beds Branch (Clappers) rally  Runs on Sat & Sun 
JUNE     

  5-7 Weekend trip to Ypres Ian P See Ian’s e-mail 
 19-21 Solent Rally   

 21 National Bikesafe M/C show, Hendon. Tba  
  28    

JULY 5 Southwold Pier Dave B 08.30 Chequers 
  12    
  19    

 26 HOC Roast Tba Meet up with Northants 
AUG 2    

  9    
  14-16 Birmingham camping weekend Tba  
 23    

 30    
SEPT 6    

 11-14 National Rally. Gt Yarmouth  Make your own way 
 19/20 BMF Tail End Rally. Peterborough   

 26/27 Weekend trip to South Wales Graham Details to follow 
OCT     
     

     
NOV     

     
     
DEC     

     
         
     
     

 


